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DIGITAL SOCIETY
A NEW MASTER PROGRAMME

THE PROGRAMME

Training to analyse digital
transformations

Social sciences and
interdisciplinary

Course topics in line with
current public debates

Unique in Switzerland
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
A NEW MASTER PROGRAMME

WHY?

You are curious

Unique in Switzerland

Added value for
employment

The “digital” is too
important to leave it to
computer science
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
BEHIND THE PROGRAMME

Prof. Dr. David Bozzini

= Prof. Dr. David Bozzini is the academic head of the Digital Society
master program. He is a social anthropologist interested in
researching information security and digital surveillance.

Prof. Dr. Denis Lalanne

= Prof. Dr. Denis Lalanne is a computer scientist by training and the director'_\\\
of the institute Human-IST, the institutional home of Digital Society. His
research is situated in the domain of Human Computer Interaction (HCI).

Prof. Dr. Oliver Kruger

= Prof. Dr. Oliver Kruger is professor for the study of religions at and a
member of the digital society board. His research and teaching focus
mainly on the sociology of religion, transhumanism and new media.

Prof. Dr. Andreas Hadjar

= Prof. Dr. Andreas Hadjar is professor of sociology, social policy and
social research at the study division sociology, social policy and social
work, specialized in studying inequality, and on the digital society board.

11/12 March 2025 | UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG / UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG | HUMAN-IST | Digital Society Master Programme

(for informational purposes only; solely the official study plan is binding)



DIGITAL SOCIETY
A NEW MASTER PROGRAMME

Digital Society Master programme

Introduction: What is this programme about?

Organisation of the programmes (major, minor)

Practical + additional information
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
A NEW MASTER PROGRAMME

Digital Society Master programme

Introduction: What is this programme about?
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

THE

SIMPLE ANSWERS

To THE. QUESTIONS THAT GET ASKED
ABOUT EVERY NEW TECHNOLOGY:

Witk T MAKE VS AL GENIUSES?

WiLL ] MAKE US ALL MORONS?

WILL ] DESTROY WHOLE INDUSTRIES?

WILL ] MAKE U5 MORE EMPATHETIC?

WILL ] MAKE US LESS CARING?

WILL TEENS USE [___] FOR SEX?

WERE THEY GOING TO HAVE SEX ANYLAY?

WILL. ] DESTRoY MusIc?

WL C__] DESTROY ART?

BUT CANT WEGO BACK TO A TIME WHEN—

WILL ] BRING ABOUT WORLD PEACE?

%3338 838833

WILL ] CAUSE WIDESPREAD
ALENATION By CREATING A WORLD
OF EMPTY EXPERIENCES?

WE WERE
ALREADY
ALENATED

http://xkcd.com/1289/
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

The impact of (digital) Technology

TECHNOLOGY —>

SOCIETY
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

The impact on (digital) Technology

TECHNOLOGY 4—

SOCIETY

11/12 March 2025 | UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG / UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG | HUMAN-IST | Digital Society Master Programme
(for informational purposes only; solely the official study plan is binding)



DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

The social shaping of (digital) technology

“Technology is never purely

technological: it is also social.

TECHNOLOGY SOCIETY The social is never purely

social: it is also technological.

This is something easy to say
but difficult to work with.”

Bijker, W. E. & Law, J. Shaping technology/building society:
studies in sociotechnical change. (The MIT Press, 1994)
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

Digital Society: Digital Transformation in Society & Culture
Tuesdays 17:15-18:45
UniFR, Blvd. de Pérolles 90, room A230

26 Infrastructures as Power in the Internet Governance Ecosystem - Opening lecture \
Dr. Francesca Musiani
SEP  Associate Research Professor and Deputy Director, Centre Internet et Société, CNRS, Paris

03 Digital transformation domain: art (working title)
Dr. Chris Salter
Professor of Immersive Arts, Director of the Immersive Arts Space, Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK)
Professor Emeritus, Design and Computation Arts, Concordia University, Montreal, QC, Canada

Datafi
Dr. Philip Cudré-Mauroux
Professor at the University of Fribourg, Director of the eXascale Infolab

Algorithms & Al vs. Democracy & Human Rights?
Dr. des. Angela Miiller
Head of AlgorithmWwatch CH, Head of Policy & Advocacy at Algorithmwatch

Datafication: work (working title)
Dr. Sarah Genner
Board member, consultant at genner.cc

Governance & values: law (working title)
Dr. Pascal Pichonnaz
Professor at the Fribourg University Law Faculty, Director of the European Law Institute, Vienna

Digital Transformation, Conti ion, or Ci
Dr. Margarita Boenig-Liptsin
Assistant Professor for Ethics, Technology and Society, ETH Zurich

A case study of data and justice.

Digital Transformation in Healthcare: A human-centered approach
Dr. Julia Amann
Project lead strategy & innovation, Careum Zurich

igion and
Dr. Oliver Kriiger
Professor for the Study of Religions at the University of Fribourg

logy -a fold approach

The Power of Digital Platforms
Dr. Philip Balsiger
Professor for economic sociology, University of Neuchatel

The study of games: What do they reveal about society
Dr. Yannick Rochat
Assistant professor in game studies at the University of Lausanne

HUMAN-IST / COLLOQUIUM DUIF
BLVD. DE PEROLLES 90
CH-1700 FRIBOURG UNIFR.CH/GO/DIGITALSOCIETY

Digital Society: Digital Transformation in Society & Culture

Public Lectures 2024
Tuesdays 15:15-16:45
UniFR, Blvd. de Pérolles 90, room A230

24 Whoisheard in public debates?
sep Prof. Dr. Regula Hanggli Fricker
profassar of Communication and Media Research ar tha Univarsity af Fribourg,

01 Datafic P
Dr. Philippe Cudré-Mauroux
OCT  prosoesorat the Un fwersity of Frigcu

, Director of the eXascale Infclak

08 Oh my bug! Tales from the insecurity machine
ocT Prof. Dr. David Bozzini

Professor of Anthropslogy at the University of Fribourg

15 Alasassistant to judges or thelr future substitute? Risks of soclal disruption.
Dr. Pascal Pichonnaz

OCT o he Fribourg Univars

Eurcoean Law Institute, Vienna

ity Law Faculty, Director of th

292 When platforms challenge professions: alliances and divisions among Swiss hoteliers
Prof. Dr. Muriel Surdez
ocT Prafassor far 5a¢7 fencas at Linivarsity af Fribaurg

29 The power of digltal platforms
Dr. Philip Balsiger
ocT Prafessor far Fennamic Sociology, University of Neuchatel
OB Ajustand safe space for digital sustainability

Dr. lvo Wallimann Helmer
NOV pref. Dr. ghil. in Frmronmental Hurr

ctor of the Uniff_FSH Institute

19 Corporate software cultures: stories from a “middle tech™ company
NOV Prof. Dr. Paula Bialski
Asseeiate Professor for Digital Sociolegy at the University of St Gallen

03 igion and gy - a fold approach
Dr. Oliver Krilgar
DEC Prafassor far the Study of Raligions at the University of Friboup

Algorithmic management in the workplace and working time fragmentation
Dr. Jessica Pidoux
post-Doctoral Reszarcher and Lecturer at the Univiersity of Neuchatel, Director at FersonalDarta. 10

DEC

UNIFR.CH/GOVDIGI T4 LEOC IETY G

11/12 March 2025 | UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG / UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG | HUMAN-IST | Digital Society Master Programme

(for informational purposes only; solely the official study plan is binding)



DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION
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Digital Society

Challenging Al Ethics:
Understanding the Human
in "Human Centered Al"

Lunch talk by

Prof Dr. Matthias Braun
Department of Sacial Etnics, University of Bonn

Human-centered Al is currently one of the big buzzwords in many ethical and legal
debates, but also in important policy documents. Almost every page of the major
Al companies also contains a note that Al must be human-centered. However, what
exactly is meant by this varies widely and sometimes differs fundamentally. In the
lunch talk, | will give a brief overview of current approaches and concepts of hu-
man-centered Al. Against this background, we will look at possible objections and
alternatives to the concept and venture a brief outlock on the consequences for the
design of future Al governance.

Matthas Jraun is lead a2 the D °Lutner( of Social Ethics at the University of Bonn and is a Research Associate at the
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Thursday 03.04.2024
12:15-13:00
UniFR, Pérolles 90, Room F207
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UPCOMING

Challenging Al ethics
Understanding the Human in
“Human Centered Al”

Lunch talk by Prof. Dr. M. Braun

on Thursday, April 3

at 12:15

University of Fribourg, Campus Pérolles
PER-21, room F207
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

MINOR
Compulsory learning units

= Digital Transformation in
Society and Culture
(public lecture series)

» Social History of Computing
and the Internet

= Perspectives in the Social
Studies of Technology (PSST)

= Methods in Studies of the
Digital Society (MSDS)

= Foundations of Informatics
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

MINOR
Elective learning units (ex.)

» Governing the digital society
= Law and the digital society
» d3c1ph3r hacking

= Digitalization and the Global
South

= Digital methodology for
historical research

= (Digitized) crisis communication
and reputation building for
companies and nation states
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

@ > Studies FR | DE EN Q

UNI
FR UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG

L} UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG Course offerings

Course offerings Organisation of studies Choose Fribourg  Admission Mobility Diploma Support & resources

 + Master - Interdisciplinary - Digital Society

More information

= unifr.ch/qo/digitalsociety..

Abstract SE-mail  [APDF

The interdisciplinary master programme Digital Society teaches students about digital media in
society as well as technological change. Students acquire specialist knowledge and methods from

saciology, social anthropology and science&technology studies (STS) alongside the fundamentals Key pomts

of IT. The progra@m_e provides students Yvit_h an in-depth ex-ploration of the social dimensiorl\s F)f Degree conferred

digital technologies in contemporary societies. Graduates will be prepared to apply the specialist

knowledge and methods of both social sciences and technology to issues of digital transfarmation Master of Arts in Social Sciences: Digital
and fostering interdisciplinary thinking and work. The course is taught in collaboration between Society
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http://unifr.ch/go/digitalsociety

DIGITAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

Digital Society

Understanding and shaping change

Home Minar Courses

Digital Society

The Digital Society programme 1s a master programme at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. It is cur-
rently offered as a minor programme (30 ECTS) and will also be offered as a Major programme (90 ECTS)
starting 2025. It focuses on the social dimensions and consequences of digital technology in today's soci-

eties.
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
A NEW MASTER PROGRAMME

Digital Society Master programme

Organisation of the programmes (major, minor)
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

Compulsory learning units

(15 ECTS credits) . = Digital Transformation in

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the | Society and Culture
Digital Transformation of Societ = (public lecture series)

= Social History of Computing
and the Internet

= Perspectives in the Social
Studies of Technology (PSST)

= Methods in Studies of the
Digital Society (MSDS)

= Foundations of Informatics
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

Elective learning units

(15 ECTS credits)

Theories and Case Studies . .
= Theories and empirical case

studies

elective learning units

= 3 courses/seminars

= 1 research paper tied to a
seminar
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

= . _—

Module 1
(15 ECTS credits)

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the
Digital Transformation of Societ

Module 2
(15 ECTS credits)

Theories and Case Studies

elective learning units

l NMINOR T :‘
24 30 ECTS CREDITS |
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

Modular learning units

(15 ECTS credits)
Methods, Skills and Applications

= Digital Skills (modular)

= Digital Methods
(lecture/seminar)

= Science-practice link
(study-week, workshop or
internship)

= 1 research paper
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

Elective learning units

(15 ECTS credits)
Digital Society in the Making:
Analyses and Debates

» Analyses and debates
= 2 courses/seminars

= 1 research paper tied to a
seminar

= MA colloquium
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

Module 1
(15 ECTS credits)

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the

Digital Transformation of Societx

Module 3
(15 ECTS credits)

Methods, Skills and Applications

Module 2
(15 ECTS credits)

Theories and Case Studies

elective learning units

Module 4
(15 ECTS credits)

Digital Society in the Making:

Analxses and Debates

Masterexam (Master thesis + defense)
(30 ECTS credits)
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ORGANISATION

¥a R __

VY AT ST " -
AW o ! A L

Module 1
(15 ECTS credits)

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the

Digital Transformation of Societx

Module 3
(15 ECTS credits)

Methods, Skills and Applications

Module 2
(15 ECTS credits)

Theories and Case Studies

elective learning units

Module 4
(15 ECTS credits)

Digital Society in the Making:

Analxses and Debates

Masterexam (Master thesis + defense)
(30 ECTS credits)

Elective Master Minor
(30 ECTS credits)

11/12 March 2025 | UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG / UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG | HUMAN-IST | Digital Society Master Programme

(for informational purposes only; solely the official study plan is binding)




DIGITAL SOCIETY
A NEW MASTER PROGRAMME

Digital Society Master programme

Practical + additional information
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

= Flexible studies depending on
your background and interests

= Programme entirely in English
= Elective classes in FR / DE

= Take classes in any order
(exceptions apply)

= Max. duration: 9 semesters for
a 90 ECTS Major (12 semesters
with a MA minor)

= Admission with a BA (with or
without conditions)
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Admission:
unifr.ch/go/digitalsociety

Due date:
enrol by April 30, 2025

Language requirements:
None:; uni administration in FR/DE

Cost:
application fee, semester fees,

exam fees, cost of living

How much does the semester fee cost?

registration f fee (total)
fee
Stud f Swis: echtenstei lity, stud
) CHF
h sidence permit or whose p domicil 720
in Switzerlan d or Liec htenstein g
CHF
Fi dent: CHF 115.- CHF 985
gn stden 870.-
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

@ > Studies FR | DE EN Q

UNI
FR UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG
L} UNIVERSITAT FREIBURG Course offerings

Course offerings Organisation of studies Choose Fribourg  Admission Mobility Diploma Support & resources

 + Master - Interdisciplinary - Digital Society

More information

= unifr.ch/qgo/digitalsociety..

Digital Society

;
Apply for admission =

Abstract FMEmail  [APDF
The interdisciplinary master programme Digital Society teaches students about digital media in

society as well as technological change. Students acquire specialist knowledge and methods from '

saciology, social anthropology and science&technology studies (STS) alongside the fundamentals Key p0|nts

of IT. The programme provides students with an in-depth exploration of the social dimensions of Degree conferred

digital technologies in contemporary societies. Graduates will be prepared to apply the specialist
knowledge and methods of both social sciences and technology to issues of digital transfarmation
and fostering interdisciplinary thinking and work. The course is taught in collaboration between Society

Master of Arts in Social Sciences: Digital
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Digital Society

Understanding and shaping change HUMAN-IST

Home Major Minar Courses Team

Digital Society

The Digital Society programme 1s a master programme at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. It is cur-
rently offered as a minor programme (30 ECTS) and will also be offered as a Major programme (90 ECTS)
starting 2025. It focuses on the social dimensions and consequences of digital technology in today's soci-
eties.
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DIGITAL SOCIETY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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https://www.instagram.com/digitalsociety_unifr/
https://www.tiktok.com/@digitalsociety_unifr

DIGITAL SOCIETY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Start any semester:
enrol by April 30, 2025 to start
Digital Society in autumn 2025

*kkkk

Questions re: enrolment, classes,
the schedule, or something else?

= Get in touch a.s.a.p. with the
Digital Society study advisor:
anna.jobin@unifr.ch
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UNIVERSITE DE FRIBOURG

11./12. March 2025

DIGITAL SOCIETY

A NEW 90 ECTS CREDITS MASTER MAJOR
STILL: A 30 ECTS CREDITS MASTER MINOR

Thank you

Dr. Anna Jobin
Senior Researcher & Lecturer
Digital Society Study Advisor



